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PAGE 01 STATE 053093 
ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SSO-00 DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 MCT-01 EUR-I2 ARA-06 
/069R 

DRAFTED BY AE/C:TRBUCHANAN:JR 
APPROVED BY P MR. HABIB (SUBSTANCE) 

AF - WESCHAUFELE 
S/S:SGOLDSMITH 

100432Z 097672/75-62 

O 1004I4Z MAR 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 053093 

FOR CHARGE EROM SCHAUFELE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG 

SUBJECT: BORDER ATTACK ON ZAIRE 

FOLLOWING THOUGHTS SHOULD BE CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU BY FASTEST POSSIBLE ROUTE BEEORE HE MAKES PUBLIC 
STATEMENT ON SITUATION IN THE SHABA: 

- (A) YOU SHOULD EXPRESS USG'S SYMPATHY AND CONCERN 
OVER REPEATED INCURSIONS INTO SHABA. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE 
NO RELATIONS OR INFLUENCE WITH ANGOLA SOME OF THE 
FOLLOWING THOUGHTS OCCUR TO US IN THIS SITUATION. 

- (B) WE UNDERSTAND IT IS PRESIDENT'S INTENTION 

TO MAKE SLASHING PUBLIC ATTACK ON SOVIETS AND CUBANS 
SECRET 
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FOR INSTIGATING AGGRESSION IN THE SHABA. WE ARE 
CONCERNED THAT THIS CONFRONTATIONAL APPROACH MAY MAKE 
IT MORE DIEFICULT FOR SOVIETS AND OTHER STATES TO USE 
THEIR INFLUENCE TO OBTAIN ANGOLAN WITHDRAWAL. WE WOULD 
SUGGEST, THEREFORE, THAT MOBUTU MIGHT FIRST RESORT TO 
QUIET DIPLOMACY, CALLING IN SOVIET AND CUBAN AMBASSADORS 
AND ASK ASSISTANCE OF THEIR GOVERNMENTS IN OBTAINING 
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WITHDRAWAL OF ANGOLAN FORCES AND RESOLUTION OF 

ANGOLAN-ZAIRIAN DIFFERENCES. THIS WOULD NOT PRECLUDE 
SUBSEQUENT PUBLIC STATEMENT IF APPROPRIATE. 

- (C) TO BRING MAXIMUM EFEECTIVE INFLUENCE TO BEAR 

ON LUANDA REGIME, WE SUGGEST THAT MOBUTU ADDRESS URGENT 
MESSAGES TO SELECTED AFRICAN LEADERS, (E.G., NIGERIA AND 
TANZANIA), AND PERHAPS OTHER COUNTRIES WITH REPRESENTATION 
IN LUANDA, ASKING THEM TO APPROACH NETO AND URGE AN END 
TO THE INTRUSION AND MEDIATION OE THE CONFLICT. (TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, EOLLOWING COUNTRIES HAVE REPRESENTATION IN 
LUANDA: EGYPT, NIGERIA, TANZANIA, BELGIUM, ERANCE, 

PORTUGAL, ITALY, SWEDEN, NETHERLANDS, BRAZIL, YUGOSLAVIA, 
ROMANIA, PLUS MORE HOSTILE COMMUNIST STATES.) 

- (D) IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT NETO WILL DENY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ATTACK ON ZAIRE BY "KATANGESE". 

UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, PRESIDENT MOBUTU COULD PROPOSE 
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE FACTS IN THE 
CASE. 

2. DO YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS ON ADVISEABILITY OF SENDING 
MILITARY OFFICER TO LUBUMBASHI, OR OTHER MEANS TO 
IMPROVE OUR COVERAGE OF MURKY MILITARY SITUATION, 

WITHOUT, HOWEVER, ENGAGING IN ANY PLANNING OR OTHER 
ACTIVTIES OR MOVING OUT OF LUBUMBASHI? THERE ARE OBVIOUS 
RISKS IN HAVING US MILITARY OFFICER APPEAR ON THE 
GROUND IN THE SHABA AT TIME WHEN NETO IS ACCUSING US OE 
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PLOTTING AGGRESSION. ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE IS URGENT 
NEED FOR HARD, ON-THE-GROUND INEORMATION AND 
INTREPRETATION OE SITUATION. 

VANCE 
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